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EPA Threat Delayed for OKC, Tulsa 
 

Washington, D.C. --  Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK) helped pass legislation 

blocking new EPA restrictions on Oklahoma City and Tulsa.  The legislation prohibits 

the EPA from designating any new cities as non-attainment areas under new ozone 

standards.  The moratorium lasts one year.  The amendment passed and was added to the 

VA/HUD Appropriations bill for FY ’01. 

“EPA has been hauled into court, but they’re still not listening.  The federal 

courts have ruled these standards are unrealistic, ultra-expensive, burdensome, 

based on junk science, and don’t have significant health benefits either,” said Istook.  

“The problem isn’t polluted air; it’s polluted regulations.  Yet the Clinton-Gore 

administration is pushing them on Oklahoma because Gore wants support from 

extremists.” 

In 1997, the EPA made controversial changes in clean air standards mandating 

that particles as small as 2.5 microns must be detected and eliminated—a fraction of the 

width of a human hair, and four times smaller than particles previously restricted.  

American businesses sued, and the U.S. Court of Appeals declared the new standards to 

be unconstitutional.  The Supreme Court is expected to make a final ruling early next 

year. 

In the meantime, the EPA plans to go forward with the designation process.  

Oklahoma City and Tulsa currently are both in danger of being declared non-attainment 

areas under the new standards.   

If the EPA finds a city to be out of compliance, it can impose costly new controls 

on area business and industry, driving up prices and adding controls on consumers, such 

as limiting lawn-mowing and charcoal grills. 

“We all want clean air, but these standards are a shameless power grab by 

the Clinton-Gore administration,” said Istook.  “The regulations do more to increase 

federal power than clean our environment.”  
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